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Reproductive Coercion 

When you think of intimate partner (domestic) violence, the more obvious incidents such as physical or financial 

abuse probably come to mind. What you may not consider is reproductive coercion. This term, first coined in 

2010 by Dr. Elizabeth Miller, MD, PhD, Chief of Adolescent Medicine, UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, is 

used to undermine a person’s reproductive decision making. Women who experience IPV (Intimate Parter 

Violence) are more likely to experience reproductive health complications, such as sexually transmitted infections 

(STIs), unintended pregnancy, and induced abortion [1-3]. 

 

As with other forms of domestic violence, the goal of the perpetrator is to maintain power and control through 

deception, coercion, and manipulation. There is a significant need to have a better understanding of reproductive 

coercion to empower victims to recognize it and healthcare professionals to screen for it. 

 

Last month, the National Domestic Violence Hotline released a report detailing the prevalence of reproductive 

coercion. Reproductive coercion is used to maintain power and control by dominating a person’s reproductive 
health. Some examples include controlling outcomes of a partner’s pregnancy and interfering with contraception. 

 

Additionally: 

• 63% of all respondents have been pressured into sexual activity when they didn’t want to 

• 39% have been threatened if they said “No” 

• 23% have been pressured into pregnancy 

• 13% were threatened with violence while pregnant 

• 32% did not have access to appropriate medical professionals 

• 31% couldn’t find a health care provider they trusted  

  

And, of those who experienced reproductive coercion, 42% said they never reached out for support. [4] 

 

 

 

 

Remote Work—Notes for Executives 
Remote work can exacerbate domestic violence issues due to increased interaction between family members. 
 

Executive management and HR must focus on corporate responsibility and growth, addressing specific needs like 
recognition of domestic violence and situation management, personal safety, travel security, active shooter scenarios - 
all while not forgetting remote work security. 
 

Read More About Reproductive Coercion 

https://www.thehotline.org/wp-content/uploads/media/2024/06/reproductive-coercion-and-abuse-report-final.pdf
https://www.standing-firm.org/reproductive-coercion/


It is important that policies and procedures cover remote workers and those on site and that training all staff equips 

them with tools to address workplace violence and how to Recognize, Respond, and Refer survivors of domestic 

violence. With all employees, and specifically with those working remotely, it is important that training covers:  

 

• Verbal and Non-Verbal Communication: Techniques to recognize and de-escalate situations and stress. 

• Issue Recognition and Management: Effective tools for dealing with potential perpetrators harassing or 

stalking an employee or the workplace. 

• Domestic Violence Support: Resources and support systems for employees facing domestic issues. 

• Personal Safety and Security: Strategies for employee safety both inside and outside of the traditional 

workplace. 

 

STANDING FIRM is here to help you! To learn more, visit our website or sign up today!  

 

 

PA Family Care Act Updates 

 
1-MINUTE ADVOCACY ACTION: Your voice matters. Pennsylvania legislators must hear from their constituents to 
pass the Family Care Act, which aims to support care for loved ones without risking jobs or finances. No worker 
should have to choose between their job and caring for their loved ones. Click the sign-on letter to add your name. 
It takes just one minute each month. Help make a difference! To learn more, visit FamilyCareAct.com. 
 

 

 

Reproductive Coercion 

Unraveling the Intersections of Domestic Violence and Reproductive Coercion 

Homicide leading cause of death for pregnant women in the U.S. 

BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, & People of Color) Mental Health Month 

Allegheny County African American Mental Health Resource Guide 

Steel Smiling 

Mark Your Calendars! 

https://www.standing-firm.org/
https://www.standing-firm.org/membership/join-us/
https://wgfpa.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=803e0ba6fa29ee723f38bf0b4&id=f2af32dad9&e=6771f9943c
https://wgfpa.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=803e0ba6fa29ee723f38bf0b4&id=d43b4bd2a4&e=6771f9943c
https://mainefamilyplanning.org/reproductive-justice/unraveling-the-intersections-of-domestic-violence-and-reproductive-rights-and-justice/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/hsph-in-the-news/homicide-leading-cause-of-death-for-pregnant-women-in-u-s/
https://mcusercontent.com/803e0ba6fa29ee723f38bf0b4/files/5719cf44-749b-fc1b-543b-10b6acfce50b/All_Black_therapists_psychiatrists_programming__1719444869.pdf
https://www.steelsmilingpgh.org/
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